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The  week  of  Washington's  birthday  is  a  particularly  appropriate  time  to 
discuss  beautifying  the  surroundings  of  the  house  by  planting  shrubs.    For  Washing- 
ton himself  was  interested  in  all  growing  things,  and  on  his  beautiful  estate  at 
Mt.    Vernon  he  set  out  an  amazing  variety  of  decorative  and  useful  plants. 

And,  by  the  way,  even  if  young  George  did  cut  down  one  cherry  tree,  he  more 
than  made  up  for  it  later  on  by  planting  and  transplanting  many  fruit  trees  and 
ornamentals. 

As  early  as  1768  he  began  to  think  about  beautifying  his  grounds.  He 
wanted  to  have  around  Mt.  Vernon  every  possible  specimen  of  beautiful  native  tree 
or  shrub.     In  the  yard  at  one  end  of  the  house  he  established  a  grove  of  large 
magnolias,  and  planted  live  oaks  at  the  borders  of  the  lawn. 

Of  course  few  of  us  have  Mt.  Vernons  to  be  beautified  with  plantings.  But 
be  it  "ever  so  humble"  we  can  make  any  ordinary  house  with  a  yard  around  it  much 
□ore  like  a  home  by  using  plants  to  advantage. 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  some 
helpful  suggestions.    Let's  begin  with  foundation  plantings,  which  are  located  clos 
to  the  house  itself.    A  house  rising  directly  from  the  bare  ground  or  even  from  a 
good  lawn,  with  all  the  foundation  showing,  is  usually  unattractive  and  uninviting. 

But  suppose  an  old  lilac  bush  has  run  wild  at  one  corner  of  the  house,  and 
an  elder  bush  and  blackberry  tangle  have  clothed  another  corner.     That  "does  some- 
thing for  the  house",  in  the  popular  phrase  of  the  day.     Severe  straight  lines  are 
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softened  and  the  house  has  a  look  of  belonging  in  its  surroundings.  Such  accident- 
al shrubbery  near  a  house  suggests  what  can  be  done  by  a  little  planning. 

You  don't  have  to  have  the  special  training  required  of  a  landscape  archi- 
tect to  plan  simple  but  attractive  foundation  plantings  for  a  house.     You  do,  how- 
ever, need  to  use  a  little  imagination.     Just  where  should  you  locate  your  main 
groups  of  shrubs?    The  idea  is  not  to  surround  the  house  with  an  unbroken  shrub 
border  like  the  fur  around  the  edge  of  a  coat.    Let  part  of  the  foundation  and 
adjacent  ground  show  so  that  the  house  appears  to  rest  on  something  substantial. 
You  don't  want  it  to  look  as  if  it  were  uncertainly  supported  on  waving  foliagel 

Think  of  the  house  and  its  decorative  plantings  as  you  would  think  of  a 
picture.    The  most  important  locations  for  plant  grotips  are  the  most  prominent 
points  in  the  total  effect.    These  are  often  the  front  corners  of  the  house  or 
p:rch.    Or  a  large  bare  wall  with  few  windows.    Those  are  places  where  you  can  put 
the  larger  plants.     In  the  angle  by  the  entrance  steps  you  can  use  smaller  plants 
effectively. 

Remember  that  most  of  the  plants  you  set  out  will  grow  larger  in  the  course 
of  time.    Also  that  there  are  seme  plants  the  growth  of  which  can  be  controlled  by 
judicious  pruning.    You  need  to  imagine  them  after  three  or  four  years.  Under 
window  use  only  the  lower  growing  plants.     In  largo  spaces  between  windows  you 
nay  plant  those  that  will  grow  to  the  top  of  the  window  or  higher.    Along  a  porch, 
where  you  want  to  keep  the  view  open,  use  the  plants  that  will  grow  no  higher  than 
about  30  inches  above  the  porch  floor.     Then  people  sitting  on  the  porch  car.  see 
over  them.    If  you  want  to  screen  a  corner  of  the  porch,  of  course  you  can  use 
taller  shrubs  or  vines. 

Another  point  to  bear  in  mind  is  the  value  of  variety  of  outline  in  your 
plantings.    That's  why  you  would  never  use  a  row  of  the  same  kind  of  plants  along 
a  porch  or  house  wall.    Use  2  or  3  kinds  of  plants  that  grow  to  different  heights, 


L  ttot  the  top  outline  will  be  more  interesting.    And  use  plants  of  different 
widths  and  general  contour.    You  can  get  a  pleasing  effect  by  setting  larger  plants 
next  to  the  house,  and  a  few  smaller  ones  in  front. 

Variety  also  comes  from  using  plants  that  have  different  forms_  of  growth. 
Some  nay  be  upright,  some  spreading,  some  drooping.     You  can  use  plants  of  varied 
loaf  forms  and  colors-  with  Large  leaves  or  snail,  entire  or  lobed  or  needle 
shaped  leaves,  dark  green,  pea  green  or  grayish  leaves,  glossy  or  dull  ones. 

And  you  can  get  still  more  variety  by  using  shrubs  with  different  types  of 
branching,  different  colors  of  stems,  and  different  times  for  dropping  their  leaves. 
Evergreens  used  in  moderation  with  deciduous  plants  give  some  of  these  variations. 
Shrubs  that  have  bright-colored  fruits  after  flowering  are  often  effective. 

As  to  what  plants  to  choose-  that  depends  on  what  is  hardy  where  you  live. 
And  which  among  those  hardy  plants  will  answer  your  needs  for  height  and  other 
qualities.    Foliage  is  of  more  real  importance  than  flowers.     Host  flowers  do  not 
last  long.    And  don't  overlook  the  winter  effect,  when  deciduous  plants  are  with- 
out foliage.    Shrubs  with  barks  of  different  colors  and  branches  of  different 
shapes  add  to  the  winter  aspect  of  the  plantings,  as  well  as  evergreens. 

Probably  George  Washington  had  a  particular  plan  in  his  mind  as  he  rode 
about  the  countryside  and  observed  wild  plants  that  appealed  to  him  for  beautifying 
Mount  Vernon.    At  any  rate  he  always  followed  the  central  idea  of  setting  off  his 
home  with  native  trees  and  shrubs  that  were  beautiful  in  form,  leaf,  or  flower. 


